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From the Dean of School 

 

Happy Friday!  
 
The mission of our school is central to its culture.  If you look at our website 
homepage, each panel has a phrase that summarizes the school's mission: 
Building Our Character, Challenging Our Students, Upholding Our Values, 
Knowing Our History, Guarding our Liberty, Honoring Our Heroes, Serving Our 
Community.   Of these phrases, do you have a favorite? 
 
We are in the middle of Christmas concert season here at Founders.  The 
students performed magnificently last night at the chorus concert, and the night 
before at the Bridges House for Governor Sununu's tree lighting ceremony.  Here 
is a video of the tree lighting countdown.  Come join us next at the following: 
Chorus Holiday Concert (Levels 1 & 4):  Fri, December 8, 7pm – 8pm 
Band Concert (Levels 1 & 3):  Mon, December 11, 7pm – 8pm 
Band Concert (Levels 2 & 4, Jazz Band):  Tue, December 12, 7pm – 8pm 
 
A special thank you to those that contribute to the Annual Fund! Your generosity 
and thoughtfulness goes a long way to assist with operating expenses.  
 
Thank you for your support!  
 
Sincerely, 
Maureen Mooney 
Dean of School 
 

 

 

From the Director of Faculty: Observations and Evaluations 

 

During the 2017-2018 school year teachers will be observed a minimum of 3 
times. Drop-in observations will occur twice (one in each quarter) during the first 
semester. One full observation will occur during second semester. The drop-in 
observations will be unannounced and the Director of Faculty will be in the 
classroom for 10-15 minutes. The purpose of this observation is to gather 
information on the day-to-day operations of the classroom and provide 
continuous feedback to the teacher. The drop-in observation will be followed up 
with an evaluation, using Danielson's Framework, as well as a summary of the 
observations and feedback to the teacher from the Director of Faculty. Before the 
full observation, teachers will need to complete a self-evaluation. The full 
observation will be scheduled and the same rubric will be used as in the drop-in 
observations. After the observation, a meeting will be set up to discuss the 
self-evaluation, observations and any other topic as needed. 
 

- Cassie Hayes, Director of Faculty ( cassie.hayes@tfanh.org ) 
 

http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/home
http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/home
https://www.friendsofbridgeshouse.org/
https://twitter.com/GovChrisSununu/status/938585908508614656
http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/outreach_happenings/donate
mailto:cassie.hayes@tfanh.org


 

From the Assistant Director of Student Services  

Hello Everyone! The Student Services Department would like to remind you that 
will be hosting an Early College Planning presentation on Thursday, 
December 14 starting at 6:00 pm. The NHHEAF network organization’s Center 
for College Planning will be here to help guide families through the initial college 
process. This program is geared towards 9th and 10th grade students and their 
parents & guardians but we encourage 11th grade students and their parent & 
guardians to attend as well. We will also be hosting a College Overview for 
Juniors program on Thursday, February 8, 2018. 
 
~Debra Castonguay, Assistant Director of Student Services  
 ( debra.castonguay@tfanh.org ) 

 
 
 
 
 

Student News 

First Quarter Honor Roll 

The Honor Roll for the first quarter of the school year can be found here (under the “Students” tab on the 
website).  Congratulations to those students whose hard work and dedication is reflected in their grades. 
 

 

Student Spotlight: Jaycob F. 

“Jaycob F., a 7th grader at Founders, became an official Special Olympics Volunteer coach this fall. He 
coached a team of athletes weekly for 10 weeks with the Derry Timberwolves. On November 18th he 
coached 20 athletes at a Tournament in Windham NH where they won many gold, silver and bronze medals 
in their sport. He also contributed to fundraising for the team to help them pay for their competition and new 
gear...The athletes really enjoyed working with him and I know he enjoyed it as well. He will be heading back 
in January to help the team yet again as a basketball coach.” - Nicole Ferrante 

https://www.nhheaf.org/
https://www.nhheaf.org/
mailto:debra.castonguay@tfanh.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XbVqejHAnOnasBFlZy1rOyg9c1GYQjAwor9bniV4iBg/edit#


 

 

Student Spotlight: Jessica B. 

Congratulations to Jessica B. who was accepted into the All State Music Festival for 2018.  Jessica 
auditioned for this opportunity in November along with hundreds of other singers across the state. The 
audition included singing an Italian art song (solo), rhythmic and melodic sight-singing, and presenting a 
Bach Chorale with three other high school auditionees.  
 
Jessica is the first student here at Founders Academy to be accepted into the music festival which will take 
place in April 2018.  Bravo to Jess for a job well done! 

 

 



Student Spotlight: Kaitlyn J. 

On December 4th Kaitlyn J. won a Cheer award at Memorial High School, for most improved. As a 
freshman, she made Varsity Cheer and received her Varsity letter. 
 
Congratulations Kaitlyn! 

 
 

 

FLL News 

Kari Karwedsky and Amy Forcier are coaching a community FLL team this year, Hydro Boys with Logan F., 
Callen C., Aaron A. and Zachary B.  Their team has been doing well and advanced to the State 
Championship, which took place on Sunday, December 3rd.  
 
This team also won the Innovative Solution award for their research project AND they also won the Global 
Innovation Award.  The Innovation Award is awarded to teams for exemplary Project solutions! 
 
Mrs. Forcier says that she and Kari “are honored to have coached these four boys and we couldn't be 
prouder.” 



 
Left to Right: Callen C., Logan F., Zach B., Aaron A. 
Front: Coach Amy Forcier; Missing: Coach Kari Karwedsky 
 

 

December Calendar Raffle Winners 

The following students sold the most tickets for the Calendar Raffle and raised a lot of support and 
awareness for our school!  We are proud of their achievement.   A special thank you to them for their hard 
work to raise funds for the school!   Each winner was presented with prizes, including a Founders' pen, from 
Dean Mooney. 
 
First Place: Cassidy D. 
Second Place: Zachary A. 
Third Place (tied): Jonathan L. and Akshay M. 

 

 



 
 
 

School News 

 

Morning Announcements 

See Founders’ daily morning announcements here: http://bit.ly/2iiH4wb.  This document can only be 
accessed through your tfanh.org email address. 
 

 

Thank you to Soccer Tournament Volunteers from the High School Senate  

Dear Volunteers,  
 
We would like to thank you for volunteering your time and effort towards our soccer tournament event that 
we hosted on November 25. Because of your dedication and hard work, the tournament was undoubtedly a 
huge success. We all appreciate your assistance with our first annual soccer tournament. Again, we would 
like to express our sincere gratitude for your commitment of time and energy to this fun event! 
 
Gratefully,  
The High School Senate 
 
 

 

In the Classroom: Cultural Geography 

On Wednesday, December 6th, Mr. Kline's Cultural Geography class wrapped up their studies of Asia by 
partaking in some Chinese food from Beijing Cuisines, here in Manchester.  

http://bit.ly/2iiH4wb


 

 

 

From the Registrar regarding Alternative Credits for Physical Education 

High school students in NH are required by the state to complete two 0.5 credits (1.0 credit total) of Physical 
Education in order to receive a diploma.  Periodically, The Founders Academy does offer a high school PE 
course for our students in order to fulfil that requirement. 
 
However, many students choose to earn their credits by other means - which our school encourages. 
Students who do this are able to choose to do activities that interests them while also allowing them to free 
up more time in their schedules to take electives. 
 
Students who are looking to earn these alternative credits must fill out the Alternative Credit Request form 
and turn it in, to either the Front Office or Student Services.  This must be done BEFORE the activity so that 
you are guaranteed that it will count.  
 
In order for an activity to count for a high school PE credit, the student must have completed the 8th Grade. 
 
Here are some guidelines for what is generally accepted for an Alternative PE credit: 

1. Membership on an athletic team through the high school of their sending district.  Each season 
earns 0.5 credits.  

a. Example - If a student lives in Merrimack and is a member of the Merrimack High School 
cross country team, they can earn 0.5 each year that they participate.  If they also play on 
the basketball team in the winter, they can earn 0.5 credits for that as well. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1juJVtIg6gzRbM-N4ThUUiLWBfwK61AzXuXQZ3Lfv1TQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1juJVtIg6gzRbM-N4ThUUiLWBfwK61AzXuXQZ3Lfv1TQ/edit


b. Freshman, Junior Varsity, and Varsity teams are all eligible.  The student’s coach should 
email the student’s counselor (Ms. McInnis or Ms. Castonguay) after the season’s 
completion stating that the student was a member of the team in good standing. 

2. VLACS.  There are numerous options through NH’s Virtual Learning Academy Charter School. 
When looking at the Course Description of a specific course, be sure that it states that it “Meets PE 
graduation requirement”. 

3. Athletic teams “sponsored” by The Founders Academy.  Our school and other NH charter schools 
are not members of NHIAA - the governing body of interscholastic sports for NH.  (This is a reason 
our students can participate on teams in their sending districts.)  However, there are other 
recreational leagues around the area that accept organized teams made up of students from our 
school.  Students on these teams can earn 0.5 credits (one semester) if they are in attendance in 
the team’s activities (competitions and practices) for a total of 50 hours.  The student’s coach 
should email the student’s counselor (Ms. McInnis or Ms. Castonguay) after the season’s 
completion stating that the student was a member of the team in good standing and has completed 
a total of 50 hours. 

4. Other athletic teams/activities.  This includes: Cheerleading teams, karate classes, dance classes, 
gymnastics, etc.  Students can receive 0.5 credits for 50 hours of the activity.  This process can be 
repeated for the same activity, so a student that has completed 100 hours can receive the full 1.0 
credit and will have satisfied the full PE requirement.  The student’s coach/advisor should email the 
student’s counselor (Ms. McInnis or Ms. Castonguay) after the completion of 50 hours stating that 
the student has completed the requirements. 

5. Other supervised, documented physical activities.  Students typically will not receive credit for an 
activity such as playing basketball in their driveway every now and then.  However, something 
more planned and organized can be acceptable.  One example would be if a student joins a gym 
and has a responsible adult that is there to supervise them.  Most gyms can provide their 
customers printouts of their attendance times which can show the 50 hours and the supervising 
adult (i.e. - parent/guardian) can then verify that the student was exercising during those hours.  A 
well thought-out plan for this activity along with a proposed schedule should be presented to the 
school before a student begins to ensure that it will meet the requirements.  Credit will not be given 
to an activity that has already occurred without prior approval from the school. 

 

 

Upcoming FTC Scrimmages 

The TFA FTC team will scrimmage Saturday, December 9, from 9-12 at UNH Manchester, and we are 
hosting 20 FTC teams from around the state at The Founders Academy on Saturday, Jan 20.  Feel free to 
stop by UNH to watch the scrimmages on Saturday; for the matches taking place at Founders, we’d love for 
parent and students to volunteer at the event and showcase the school!  If you are interested please contact 
Kristi Scarpone (kristi.scarpone@tfanh.org). 
 

mailto:kristi.scarpone@tfanh.org


 

 

Volunteer Opportunities/Donations/Fundraising 

 

Toys for Tots 

Hello Founders Academy Families.  Happy Holidays!  The Random Acts of Kindness Committee is excited to 
join forces with the Toys for Tots.  Every child deserves a gift under their tree during the holiday season. 
The Random Acts of Kindness Committee will be collecting new and unwrapped toys this year.  Please send 
in your toy donation from Monday, November 27, through Tuesday, December 12, 2017.  
 
Thank you for your support! 
  

 

 

Donors Choose: Chorus Risers 

“The Choral Program is growing! This year, we will have four different levels of Chorus performing (Grades 6 
- 11) and sharing the wonderful gift of music! Our choristers have earned the right to be "seen" by our 
growing audience and we need your help to purchase choral risers for these talented music students. 
 
These choral risers will help highlight our performances by offering professional-looking concert events at 
our school and at other performance venues. 
 
We are very proud of our Founders Academy performers and look forward to offering them, and our 
audience, a top-notch performance experience!” 
 
~Mrs. Cormier 
 
Donate here! - http://bit.ly/2z2RI4y 
 

 

Please Support Our Choral Program! 

As a newly-founded NH Charter School, The Founders Academy is excited about its budding arts 
programming.  The Choral Program is asking for your assistance by donating to our “Choral Supporters 
Donor Page,” which will list your patronage in Founders Academy Choral Program in our 2017/2018 annual 
concert and production playbill programs.  Your donation will be for the entire 2017/18 academic year. 
 
Please see the following link for the donors form: http://bit.ly/2y2HCzw 
 

 
 

http://bit.ly/2z2RI4y
http://bit.ly/2y2HCzw


Other 

 

School Calendar 

Regularly check the school calendar online link:   http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/calendar 
 
NOTE:  Dates are continuously added and possibly changed throughout the year.  Please check the online 
school calendar regularly. 

 

Founders on Social Media! 

Be sure to follow Founders on Facebook here:    
 
Founders' Facebook Carpooling Group:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/123952141583545/ 
 
Founders' Facebook Volunteering Parents Group: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1527282857342512/ 
 

Be sure to follow Founders on Twitter here:         

Check out Founders Youtube Channel here:      
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http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/calendar
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Founders-Academy-Public-Charter-School/675459439135607?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/123952141583545/
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https://twitter.com/foundersnh
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxkvGKi5ww_-pR8f7_A5yrw

